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Schedule at a Glance

Monday, March 2
5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

Tuesday, March 3
7:30 a.m. - 9:30 a.m.

10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

12:00 p.m. - 1:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

6:00 p.m. - 7:.00 p.m.
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m.

Hill Climb Welcome
Reception

Kick-off Breakfast
Education Sessions
Lunch & Keynote
USDA Meetings
Cocktail Hour

Inspiring Possibilities Dinner

Wednesday March ¢
7:30 a.m - 8:45 a.m.

9:00 a.m.

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
5:00 p.m. - 5:15 p.m.
5:30 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

The Hill Climb Breakfast
Bus Departs
Hill Meetings
Group Photo

Red, White, and Blueberry
Reception
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Kick-off Breakfast

Representative John Moolenaar  DOL Deputy Secretary Keith Sonderling
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Tuesday Morning - Education Sessions
70:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

e Patrick Penn, Deputy Under Secretary for Food, Nutrition and Consumer Services
at USDA
e Panel Discussion: What’'s Next for Agricultural Labor Reform

e Kyle Kunkler, Deputy Assistant Administrator, Office of Chemical Safety and
Pollution Prevention, U.S. EPA



The Blueberry Hill Climb
Attendee Briefing

lliin-

Luncheon and Keynote
Address

Alveda C. King, PhD

Senior Advisor on Faith and
Community Outreach, USDA
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Tuesday Afternoon
1:30 p-m. - 5:00 p.m.

USDA

Dudley Hoskins, Under Secretary for Marketing and Regulatory Programs
Richard Fordyce, Under Secretary for Farm Production and Conservation

Bryan McQuary, Senior Risk Management Specialist, Risk Management Agency
Peter Laudeman, Senior Policy Advisor, Trade and Foreign Agricultural Affairs
Jeff Silverstein, Ph.D., Associate Administrator & Michael Arnold, Assistant
Administrator, Agriculture Research Service

Colton Buckley, Chief, Natural Resources Conservation Service
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Inspiring Possibilities Dinner
Luke Lindberg

USDA Under Secretary for Trade and
Foreign Agricultural Affairs
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Breakfast Keynote Address
Christy Seyfert

President,
Farm Credit Council
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Small Group Meetings

9 Groups, assigned by Region:
West 1 (CA, BC)
West 2 (CA)
West 3 (OR)

West 4 (WA, BC)

Eastern (NJ, International)
Midwest 1 (M)

Midwest 2 (M)

Southeast 1 (FL, NC)
Southeast 2 (GA)
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The Issues
e Labor
e Farm Bill

e Economic Assistance for Specialty
Crop Growers

e Federal Nutrition Programs
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Top Line

Labor - Congress must codify the H-2A AEWR Interim Final Rule to provide certainty for
blueberry growers, protect rural jobs, preserve long-term agricultural investments, and
ensure continued domestic fruit production.

Farm Bill - The North American Blueberry Council (NABC) supports a full five-year farm
bill that strengthens the safety net, enhances competitiveness, and builds on the
investment made by H.R. 1.

Economic Assistance - Congress must pass a supplemental funding package that
provides no less than $5 billion for specialty crops. Any aid package for agriculture
should set aside not less than 1/3 of total funds for specialty crop producers.

Nutrition Programs - Including specific berry recommmendations, especially for
blueberries, in the DGAs and federal nutrition programs would promote healthier
choices and improve Americans’ overall diet.
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Protect American Blueberry Farms
Codify the H-2A AEWR Interim Final Rule
Blusberries are aLabor-infensive, Permanent Crop

Fresh mark et bhueb rri e mustb ehond horvested and cor edilly pruned 1o meet quality stondards. While growers
contnueinvesting in mechari atan, skilled hand labor r emain: ezzentiol. Labor represents more than 40%of tosal
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Economic Relief for Blueberry Growers
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Public Health with the Power of Blueberries
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Tips for an Effective Hill Meeting

Be Brief & Direct — Meetings often last 20—30 minutes. Get to the point
quickly.

Introduce Your Group — State who you are, the organization, and why you're
there.

Tell a Story — Personal anecdotes make the issue more relatable and
memorable.

Expect to Meet with Staff - Even if a Member is scheduled to attend, you
may end up meeting with their staff.

Stay Nonpartisan & Professional — Focus on facts and solutions, not
political arguments.
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Know Before You Go!

e On-Site Resources Page

e Hill Meeting Schedules will be
sent out later this week.

e Check your email for updates!
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The Blueberry Hill Climb

Click the Link for Your Hill Climb Schedule!

This link will take you directly to your Hill Climb schedule for Wednesday,
March 26. You can click on each meeting to learn more about the Member of
Congress, who the other meeting participants are, and the suggested issues to
discuss.

Registration Instructions

The first time you click on the link, you may be asked to complete a short
registration form. Once you have registered, come back to this email and click
the link again to be taken directly to your meeting schedule.

To view your schedule, you must register (or log in) using the email address
that received this email! If you use a different email address, you will not see
your meeting schedule.

IRblueberries
Industry
Meetings
iy S
The Blueberry @8uers Rbuetsres
Hill Climb

OVERALL SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

View Schedule

HILL CLIMB ATTENDEE RESOURCES

Briefing Book
Policy One Pagers
Attendee Briefing Webinar
Attendee Briefing Webinar Slides
Capitol Hill Navigation Guide

2026 Hill Climb Master Schedule

2026 Hill Climb Group Assignments

https://nabc.blueberry.org/blueberry
~hill-climb-industry-meetings-onsit

e-resources/
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Leave-Behind Folders Attendee Padfolios
NABC Policy Platform e Briefing Binder
One Pagers e Hill Meetings Group Assignments
National EIR Infographic e Hill Meeting Master Schedule

State EIR Infographic
Commemorate blueberry
license plates!
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